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CONFIDENTIAL VALLETTA 00810 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGSAI PFOR, MARR, MT, UK 

SUB J : BRITISH DEFENSE REVIEW AND MALTA 

REF: VALLETTA 0783 (NOTAL) 

1. BRITISH HIGH COMMISSIONER, DURING FAREWEL I ALL N 

AMBASSADOR MAY 2, SAID THAT HIS LAST DAYS IN MALTA HAVEBEEN DISTURBED 
BY MINTOFF'S INCREASING CONCERN OVER 
IMPLICATIONS FOR MALTA OF BRITISH DEFENSE REVIEW. 

2. CONFIRMI G THAT SUBJECT WAS NOT DISCUSSED IN LONDON 
DURING MINTOFF'(S RECENT VISIT, MORETON SAID PRESS PUBLICITY 
SINCE THAT VISIT HAS APPARENLY ALARMED MINTOFF SUFFICIENTLY 
TO PROVOKE HIM INTO SEEKING ASSURANCES FROM UKG THAT 
MALTA WILL NOT RPT NOT BE AFFECTED. MORETON IS SEEKING 
APPOINTMENT WITH MI OFF TODAY TO PASS ON LATEST MESSAGE 
FROM LONDON WHICH STATES THAT UUG PERY MUCH AWARE OF 
DEFENSE AGREEMENT AND B REDAN'S INTERNATIONAL OBLIGATIONS, 

BUT GIVES NO COMMITMENTS WHICH WOULD PREJUDICE THE REVIEW. 

3. MORETON DOES NOT EXPECT MINTOFF TO BE REASSURED BY 

THIS MESSAGE. MORETON ALSO POINTS OUT THAT LORD CARRINGTON'S 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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BE MAINTAINED ON MALTA AT APPROXIMATELY SAME LEVEL AS 
BEFORE SIGNING DEFENSE AGREEMENT PROBABLY WILL NOT BE 
CONSIDERED A COMMITMENT BY THE LABOR GOVERNMENT. 

4. COMMENT: IT APPEARS THAT WE WILL HAVE A VERY NERVOUS 
MINTTFF UNTIL DEFENSE REVIEW IS COMPLETED. CAN LONDON 
PROVIDE ANY ESTIMATE AS TO HOW LONG THIS MIGHT TAKE? 

GETZ 
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